
 

 1  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Proposal to close Llanfihangel Rhydithon C.P. 

School 

 

 

Draft Community Impact Assessment 

 

 

January 2021 

 

 

  



 

 2  

Draft Community Impact Assessment – Llanfihangel Rhydithon C.P. School 

 

i) Information on the proportion of pupils from the catchment area that 

attend the school 

 

The closest provider for pupils attending Llanfihangel Rhydithon C.P. 

School in January 2020 was as follows: 

 

School 

 

% of Pupils 

Crossgates C.P. School 36.4% 

Knighton C. in W. School 6.1% 

Ysgol Cefnllys 9.1% 

Llanfihangel Rhydithon C.P. School 48.5% 

  

This suggests that 48.5% of pupils attending the school were attending 

their closest primary school, whilst 51.5% of pupils attending the school 

live closer to other primary schools. 

 

ii) After-school clubs and extra-curricular activities provided by the 

school 

 

The school provides the following after-school clubs and extra-curricular 

activities including the following: 

 

- Weekly Key Stage 2 club featuring ICT, Art and Cooking 

- Weekly Welsh club 

- Weekly Sports club 

- Football Club 

- Choir 

- Weekly drop in sessions for reading and educational development 

- Clwb Cymraeg 

- Eco Club 

- School Council 

- Criw Cymraeg 

- Music lessons 

 

Whilst some of these clubs are run by staff and governors, some are run 

by community volunteers / parents and outside organisations. 

 

iii) Any other facilities or services the school accommodates or 

services the school provides 

 

The school accommodates or provides the following other facilities or 

services: 
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- Daily Breakfast Club 

- Dolau Ti a Fi Club held on the site 

- Cylch Meithrin which is held on the site and has good links with the 

Foundation Phase 

- Community Library Bus 

- Young Sports Ambassador Scheme 

- Youth Club relies on pupils from the school 

 

The school also provides a rural play space as the village has no 

communal play space other than the school. 

 

iv) Other use by the community of the school building 

 

The school building is used by the community to provide the following 

activities: 

 

- Local YFC use the school grounds and community hall 

- Community hall use the school grounds and car park 

- Youth Club use the school grounds 

- The community hall uses the school as a ‘green room’ for local 

shows and entertainment 

- The school’s conservation area is used by all user groups and 

members of the community. The local WI and YFC hold meetings 

and the Youth Club, Cylch Meithrin and Ti a Fi use the grounds to 

learn about wildlife and the environment 

 

v) Other links between the school and the community 

 

- Harvest festival is held every September in the community hall. This 

involves the local vicar, members of the community and the pupils 

and staff of the school 

- Christmas Carols around the Christmas Tree is held every year in 

the school playground 

- Dolau Christmas Fayre is held annually in the community hall. The 

pupils make items to sell at the event and pupils record songs and 

poems to sell 

- Annual Christmas Concert is held by the school in the community 

hall. It is a very popular and well attended event 

- Dolau Summer Fayre 

- Annual Sport Day which is held in a local farm field. This is well 

attended by the community, parents and governors 

- The school participates in DRA events throughout the year e.g. 

games evenings quizzes, cinema 

- The school has close links to local businesses such as horse riding 

- Links with the local church magazine 

- Links with the local vicar who leads collective worship at the school 
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- Liaisons with Dyfed Powys Police through the School Community 

Police Officer 

- Liaisons with Mid & West Wales Fire Service through visits from 

local firefighters 

- Links with the local Eisteddfod in Llandrindod Wells 

- Friends of Dolau School which work tirelessly to raise funds for the 

school to support buying resources to enable a full 21st Century 

curriculum 

- Links with local concerts, singing, poetry, instrumental etc. 

- Links with local History Group and arts projects 

- Dolau YFC & Dolau Youth club rely heavily on Llanfihangel 

Rhydithon CP School for the vast majority of their new members, 

the majority of who go on to take up senior roles in the club, 

Chairman, Vice-Chair, Secretary etc 

- Llandrindod Junior Silver Band consists of 14 members, a majority 

of those band members have been taught in Dolau School.  The 

band attend and support lots of local events held within 

Llandrindod, Rhayader and Builth Wells. 

 

vi) If accommodation, facilities or services are provided by a school, 

where would they be provided in the event of closure? 

 

Should the proposal be implemented, Llanfihangel Rhydithon C.P. 

School would close and pupils transferring to their nearest alternative 

schools and there would no longer be a school in Dolau. It is 

acknowledged that this would mean that there would be no school in 

Dolau, meaning that any community facilities provided by the school 

would no longer be available. 

 

There is a community hall in Dolau which is located next to school, and 

which provides facilities and services, which are complemented by the 

school. Should there be no school in Dolau, the community hall would 

continue to be available for community events and activities. However, 

the school has indicated that the loss of income provided by the school 

to the community hall could have a significant impact on the ability for 

the hall to continue to run. 

 

vii) Distance and travelling time involved in attending an alternative 

school of the same language category 

 

Should the proposal be implemented, Llanfihangel Rhydithon C.P. 

School would close and pupils would transfer to their nearest alternative 

schools. For the majority of pupils, the closest alternative Powys schools 

would be Crossgates C.P. School, Llanbister C.P. School, Ysgol Cefnllys 

and Knighton C. in W. School. 
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An analysis of pupils attending Llanfihangel Rhydithon C.P. School in 

January 2020 suggests that the furthest distance to an alternative school 

for pupils for whom Llanfihangel Rhydithon C.P. School is their closest 

school would be 6.4 miles. 

 

Home to school transport would be provided to eligible pupils in 

accordance with the home to school transport which is in operation at 

that time. Whilst free transport would be provided to eligible pupils, it is 

acknowledged that there could be an impact on some pupils’ ability to 

access after school activities, and could impact on the ability of parents 

to take part in school events, meetings etc. 

   

viii) How parents’ and pupils’ engagement with the alternative school 

and any facilities it may offer could be supported 

 

Should the Council proceed with the statutory process and eventually 

implementation of the preferred option, support would be provided to 

pupils and their parents as part of the transition process, to ensure full 

engagement with their closest alternative schools.  

 

ix) Any wider implications e.g. impact on public transport provision, 

wider community safety issues 

 

- Concern about extended journeys for pupils to their closest 

alternative school, which would contribute to the environment and 

have a significant impact on daily traffic 

- Concern that young pupils would be unsupervised on journeys to 

school 

- Concern that the length of the journey to school would be too long 

and have a detrimental effect to their learning focus whilst at school 

- There would be an impact on local employment as most staff at the 

school are local people 

- School car park is used by local residents to park safely in the 

evenings limiting cars parked in the country lanes. 

- A significant number of young families have moved back to the area 

and are preparing to make the area their home and have strong ties 

with the school & community. Many children from these young 

families that have returned to the area are 2nd & 3rd generations 

attending the school 

- Being in a rural setting is safer for the children and staff. 1 in 3 of 

the schools in Powys not to be subjected to the COVID-19 virus. 

- The hall committee and Community Council have installed a 

defibrillator on the outside wall of the community hall.  If the 

community hall loses its users groups, social events not supported 

well, funding will not be available to maintain the defibrillator.  
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Therefore, the community would lose the valuable lifesaving 

equipment. 

 

x)  Additional considerations for rural schools 

 

The School Organisation Code includes a number of additional considerations that 

are likely to be relevant when carrying out a community impact assessment for a 

rural school closure. As Llanfihangel Rhydithon C.P. School is identified as a rural 

school, these factors are considered below: 

 

- Whether closure would encourage families with school-age children to 

leave the community or discourage young families from moving to the 

community 

 

Information received from the school suggests that a wide range of services 

and activities are provided by the school, including some facilities which could 

be attractive to families and which increase the attractiveness of the 

community to potential young families. Cylch Meithrin and Ti a Fi settings 

meet on the school site. 

 

Should there be no school in Dolau, it is likely that there would be an impact 

on the other associated facilities available in the village, which could have an 

impact on families with school-age children, and which could encourage these 

families to leave the community or discourage young families from moving to 

the community.     

 

- What impact closure might have on other services provided locally, for 

instance if the school is the only remaining public building in a 

community 

 

Information received from the school suggests that a wide range of services 

are provided in the school, and it is regularly used as a village meeting and 

performance place.  

 

There is a community hall in Dolau which would continue to be available 

should there be no school in the village, therefore community activities, events 

and other services could be provided here. However, it is acknowledged that 

the Hall relies on the support of the school, and that closure of the school 

could have a significant impact on the viability of the hall in the longer term. 

 

- Whether, or not, the school is a real hub of community life, used for 

other purpose – such as public meetings, local events, fetes surgeries, 

and other get togethers – which would either cease or be diminished by 

being required to move elsewhere 
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Information received from the school suggests that a wide range of events 

take place in the community events and activities take place in the school, as 

indicated in sections (iii), (iv) and (v) above. It is anticipated that that these 

events and activities would take place in the community hall should there be 

no school in Dolau. However, it is acknowledged that the Hall relies on the 

support of the school, and that closure of the school could have a significant 

impact on the viability of the hall in the longer term. 

 

- Whether or not the loss of the school, and potentially families, will have 

a detrimental effect on the wider economy of the community 

 

It is possible that the loss of the school, and potentially the loss of families 

from Dolau could have some impact on local business in Dolau and the 

surrounding area should there be less people in the area. Information 

received from the school suggests that the possible loss of the school would 

also have an impact on the rural lifestyle of the area. Implementation of the 

proposal could eventually lead to a reduction in employment opportunities in 

the village of Dolau. 

 

- How parents’ and pupils’ engagement with the alternative school and 

any facilities it may offer could be supported (e.g. how pupils, 

(particularly any less advantaged pupils) will be helped to participate in 

after school activities) 

 

As indicated in section (viii) above, should the Council proceed with the 

statutory process and eventually implementation of the preferred option, 

support would be provided to pupils and their parents as part of the transition 

process, to ensure full engagement with their closest alternative schools. 

 

It is acknowledged that there would be an impact on pupils’ ability to 

participate in after school activities as there would be an additional travel 

requirement for parents in order to access school activities / events. 

 

- The overall effect of closure on the local community (including the loss 

of school based facilities which are used by the local community) 

 

The information received from the school indicates that there is currently 

extensive use of the Dolau building, and significant links between the school 

and the local community. It is therefore likely that the proposal to remove 

school provision from the village of Dolau would have a significant effect on 

the local community. 

 

Should the Council proceed with the proposal, it is anticipated that these 

services would be provided in the community hall should there be no school in 

Dolau. However, the school has indicated that the loss of income provided by 

the school to the community hall could have a significant impact on the ability 
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for the hall to continue to run. Should the Council proceed with the proposal, it 

would endeavour to work with the community in Dolau to identify a suitable 

alternative. 

 

4.2 Conclusion 

 

It is clear that a wide range of extra curricular activities are available to pupils at 

Llanfihangel Rhydithon C.P. School. Should there be no school in Dolau, pupils 

would transfer to alternative schools. These would be larger schools, and the 

expectation is that at least a similar range of activities would be available for pupils. 

However, it is acknowledged that for pupils for whom Llanfihangel Rhydithon C.P. 

School is currently the closest school, additional travel would be required to enable 

pupils to access their closest school. This could impact on their ability to access 

activities, particularly where these take place after school.  

 

The information received by the school suggests that there are extensive links 

between the school and the local community, and that many community activities are 

arranged in the school which are accessed by the community. It is therefore 

acknowledged that closure of the school could have an impact on the community in 

terms of the services and activities available.   

 

Should the Council proceed with the proposal, it is anticipated that facilities and 

services would be provided in the community hall should there be no school in 

Dolau. However, the school has indicated that the loss of income provided by the 

school to the community hall could have a significant impact on the ability for the hall 

to continue to run.  

 

It is also acknowledged that implementation of the proposal would result in additional 

travel to school for pupils for whom Dolau is currently their closest school. Whilst free 

home to school transport would be provided to eligible pupils in accordance with the 

home to school transport policy which is in operation at that time, it is acknowledged 

that there could be an impact on some pupils’ ability to access after school activities, 

and could impact on the ability of parents to take part in school events, meetings etc. 

 


